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Don’t be fooled, my dear friends.  Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father 

who created all the lights in the heavens. He is always the same and never makes dark 

shadows by changing. 18 He wanted us to be his own special people,[c] and so he sent the true 

message to give us new birth.  

 James 1:16- 17   

 

Remember those retro rainbow candy coconut strips with the fresh, soft, and chewy flavors of 

strawberry, vanilla, and chocolate?   They were a really special treat in our home growing up, 

likely because they were my father’s favorite candy, but you know, they are really hard to find 

these days!   Things change.  Goods and services change.  The way of doing business changes 

(think internet vrs. retail stores).  Talking on the phone is being replaced by texting.  Milkmen 

are out of work (obsolete?) and Amazon drivers are the hot new delivery job.  Kids learn 

virtually and hardbound encyclopedias are a dime a dozen in second hand stores. NASA is 

building a cell phone network on the moon!  There is very little that remains “the same” in the 

course of our lifetime.   

The Covid19 Pandemic was not part of the global or national experience even as recently as two 

years ago.  When it invaded our country, we hastily made major alterations in our lives, taking 

the necessary and prescribed precautions to keep ourselves and others safe.  Who knows, when 

an effective vaccine becomes available, some may choose to continue wearing masks for 

protection from other airborne germs and diseases. Change!  

The apostle James, quite likely the half-brother of Jesus, assures us that God remains constant in 

all time.   When we can no longer count on an earthly thing remaining the same, we are assured 

that God does not change, even though our circumstances do.  When our trials begin and 

shadows fall, God continues being the source of good in our lives (Light) ever and always, with 

the promise of making all things news.  

Because Covid19 has greatly affected the “traditional” way of being in ministry as a 

congregation over the past 7.5 months, we together continue figuring out how to be “church” 

while distanced from each other.  There are challenges but mostly there is great joy when we 

continue doing the work of Jesus.   



Pastoral Care has been shared mainly through phone calls, texts, email and card ministry, with a 

few exceptions of “mask to mask” meetings.  Worship services take place in a live format on 

Zoom (and have been very well received!).  Staff and volunteers have pulled together to keep the 

worship services fresh and ever-changing.   

Communion services, Lent and Easter, and the upcoming Advent Season are adapted to a new 

normal while we continue living out our faithfulness to a God who promises to make all things 

new.   

I am most grateful to be in ministry among such a loving, mission-minded congregation!  Your 

love and concern for others is one of your strengths as the congregation responds to needs locally 

and globally.  Mostly though I am looking forward to the continuing discovery of new ways for 

us to be Christ in a changing world.  While we would prefer to “return” to the way things were, 

change is constant.  I trust that we will take this leap of faith together in discovering what God 

has for us to do, in such a time as this. 

I offer heartfelt thanks to Barbie Kuhns for easing my transition into the role as your new pastor.  

Her wealth of experience has been a blessing in getting to know you and the ministry which is 

most dear to you.   I pray God’s grace and peace for Barbie in her new work with Hope Rescue 

Mission.   

Submitted in Faith and Hope, 

Pastor Jan Glass King 

Specific components of my ministry among you are filed with the monthly Leadership Team 

reports. Please feel free to contact me or the L.T. chair for questions or details.   

 


