
 

Christian Education - 2020 
 

 We would like to thank this congregation for the continued support and generosity as we strive to provide 

quality Christian Education programs for all ages. Listed below is each item in our budget and the services 

provided throughout this year.  

 

Christian Education Curriculum and Supplies- 

          We did not use the Spring Shine materials in 2020 so these will be used for all levels of 

children/youth during the Spring of 2021.  During the summer months, there are a variety of church  

resources that can be used  New curriculum will be ordered  from Brethren Press starting with Fall, 2021.  

 

Leadership Development and Education- 

         Vicki Clements, Pastor Jan, and Sue Blatt visited the Parish Resource Center in September and 

found many useful materials there. Our membership is valid through April, 2021, and we hope to again 

visit there and check out materials to use throughout  

The various levels and activities of Christian Education.  

 

Camp Swatara Good as Gold- 

            Camp Swatara was closed for the 2020 season, but we did have  the Camp on Wheels presentation 

on the church lawn in late July. It was an enjoyable evening for all. Hopefully in 2021, camp will again be 

open and the children and youth will attend sessions. We will again choose an essay from a camper to win 

the campership award from Verna Voelker.  

 

Vacation Bible School 

          Our VBS this summer was held on 3 nights on Zoom with lessons and activities about the parables 

of Jesus. We had already purchased and starting planning Rocky Railway, but decided to hold that 

program until the July, 2021. Look for information about the dates and opportunities to serve.  

 

Technology 

          Our technology has been useful and enhanced many presentation. We are hoping to expand the 

technology into the Sunday School rooms for preschool and nursery.  

 

Several youth activities were planned early in 2020, but attendance was minimal. Fun Fridays were held in 

person through March and then resumed in May through Zoom.  

 

In September we started having a separate Zoom for Children and youth during part of the Worship 

service. We plan to continue this the last Sunday of each month if there is interest.  

 

Thank you again for your prayers of support as we strive to stay connected through Christian Education.  

 

Sue Blatt and Vicki Clements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Fellowship - 2020 

 

Fellowship means more than just being on a team or a committee. It means sharing, caring and helping our 

church and each other to grow. We grow by sharing ideas and helping each other. We are always open to 

new and exciting ideas. 

Our team is always in need of many volunteers: setting & cleaning up, kitchen help, help with crafts and 

hiding Easter eggs, etc. 

This past year has seen little Fellowship events due to the COVID-19 virus and the church being closed.  

In February we had Souper Bowl Sunday.  

In September and October we had 3 Zoom classes; a mask making class, a computer class and a parenting 

class.  

Our normal Fellowship Events are: 

 January/February – Souper Bowl Sunday 

 April – Easter Egg Hunt 

 May – Women Honoring Women 

 June – Dads and Grads 

 June/July – Faith Night at Reading Phillies  

 August – Indoor Picnic to honor all Vacation Bible School volunteers and children, Jeff Krick, Sr. 

Gospel Concert  

 October – Begin collecting for Harvest Home – we usually feed 6-8 families 

 November – Thanksgiving Dinner 

 December – Hanging of the Greens, Breakfast with Santa, Christmas Brunch, Christmas Tea, Jeff 

Krick, Jr. Gospel/Christmas Concert  

 Many “Let’s Dine Together” lunches  

All of these events require planning and volunteers. Please consider volunteering a little of your time to 

continue having a successful Fellowship within your Church Family.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Darlene Dunn, Chairperson  

 

 

 

            

 



Stewardship - 2020 

 
 

First and foremost, on behalf of the Stewards and Leadership Team, I would like to sincerely thank 

everyone for their faithful giving throughout this very difficult year. Your dedicated giving has 

enabled us to remain current with our obligations.  

To recap the year for Stewards:  

Outdoors:  

1) Lawn care and landscaping has been maintained all season long using a volunteer list. 

(Thank you to Glenn, Dan, Ted, Dennis, Vicki, Dave and Don, and to anyone else who 

helped out this year!)  

2) The storm sewer drain in the retention pond was professionally cleaned this spring.  

3) The erosion on the embankment around the retention pond was repaired.  

4) The fire department connection outside in the rear of the church was replaced with a new 

5” hose connection which brought us up to code.  

5) The “No Left Turn” sign at State Hill Road exit by the Church sign was put back up after it 

had fallen over during a storm.  

Indoors:  

1) Kitchen exhaust system was cleaned. This is mandatory to have done annually.  

2) Various light bulbs have been replaced throughout the building 

3) The large kitchen Refrigerator was repaired several times to get it working properly.  

4) Pews and Carpets in the sanctuary have been steam cleaned.  

5) Water softener salt was purchased and the unit has been re-charged.  

 

Thank you again to everyone who pitches in with projects throughout the church and grounds. We 

have a wonderful property and it is maintained in large part due to the many volunteers from the 

church. 

  

 Respectfully,  

 Don Solinger,  

 Lee Seifrit;  

Stewardship Co-Chairs  

 

 

 



Witness - 2020 
     Each One Growing-Every One Serving 

 

The Witness Team acknowledges and appreciates the many great people of WCOTB who volunteer their 

time and talents to serve the church and the community.   Here are some of our accomplishments: 

  

1) A collection was requested for the victims of Hurricane Dorian in October, 2019.  The congregation was 

asked to donate online to Church World Service for Hurricane Dorian relief. 

2) In November, 2019, WCOTB sponsored Harvest Home for Thanksgiving.  We helped 8 families in 

2018 & 2019 to have a Thanksgiving Dinner.     

 In 2020, Darlene Dunn is coordinating Harvest Home for Thanksgiving, ending Sunday, 

11/22/2020 and we have been asked to help 6 families.  Please bring non-perishable food items 

to the church, or send a check or food store gift card to the church with Harvest Home in the 

memo field and the money will be used to buy groceries for these families.  

3) WCOTB’s Holiday Craft Show in November, 2019 was a great success.   

 WCOTB’s Holiday Craft Show scheduled for 11/7/2020 was cancelled due to pandemic 

limitations. 

4) We organized a Mitten Tree Christmas Collection for the adults at Coby’s Family Services in 2019 

which was very successful.  Thank you to everyone who supported this project!  

 In 2020, our Mitten Tree will be dedicated to helping Family Promise.  Hats, gloves, and 

scarves, both handmade or store bought.  Gift cards in any amount, cash, or check donations 

would also be gratefully accepted by Family Promise and used by the families to purchase 

sweaters and coats for the cold months ahead.  Checks should be payable to WCOTB with a 

note in the memo field for “Family Promise Christmas”. 

5) WCOTB’s Cookie Sale/Breakfast with Santa was open to the community on Saturday, 12/14/2019 with 25 

children in attendance.   

 The 2020 Cookie Sale is in the planning stages.   

 The 2020 Breakfast with Santa planned for 12/12/2020 has been cancelled due to the 

pandemic. 

6) Collections totaling $1,271.10 was donated to Family Promise from the two 2019 Christmas Eve 

Offerings and the Community Night Offering on Friday, 12/21/2019.  

 At this time there are no plans to take a 2020 Christmas Eve Offering. 

7) In 2020, we served the people every other month at The New Journey Soup Kitchen. Thank you to Mary 

Jo Noble and her team of 20 people who made the bagged lunches and served 220 hours through October 

25, 2020! 

 On Sunday 1/26/2020 & 2/2/2020, we collected almost $468 for Souper Bowl Sunday. This 

collection pays towards the cost of supplies for the food we make for New Journey. 

 2020 was a challenging year for WCOTB to sponsor lunches at New Journey.  There were 

more people attending the lunches plus it was more expensive to provide the meals since sandwiches 

had to be made and all contents packaged and put in a bag due to Covid-19 guidelines.  Thanks to the 

congregation for donating additional money to fund these increased expenses.  

8) We did not take a collection for One Great Hour of Sharing on 3/15/2020 because the church was 

closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic; however, $100 was received in the mail and forwarded to CWS. 

9) Sandy & Dan Biss coordinated our Friendly’s Dinner Socials on Thursday, 3/7/2019 and Thursday, 

11/7/2019 which earned $210 and $124, respectively from dinner sales to benefit the New Journey Soup 

Kitchen. Baked goods were also made and sold at Friendly’s during both events. 

 Early in 2020, WCOTB donated $500 to New Journey Community Outreach from proceeds of the two 

2019 Friendly’s Dinner Socials.  

10) Diane Zimmerman sold Daffodils in 3/2020 to benefit the American Cancer Society.  

11) Mary Jo Noble and her team continued to provide services for Western Berks Shepherding Ministry  



12) No work days were held at the Brethren Service Center in Maryland due to the pandemic; however, the 

children attending the WCOTB 2020 Virtual VBS brought in supplies that made 102 disaster relief kits 

which were sent to New Windsor, Maryland in 2020! Thank you to Sue Blatt and Vicki Clements for 

coordinating this effort and many thanks to all who contributed to this worthwhile cause!  

13) Witness started a new program in 2020 - The Soup Ministry – Homemade turkey vegetable and turkey 

corn noodle soup made on alternate weeks by Sue Blatt.  We thank Sue and our drivers who delivered 

soup with no face-to-face contact.  Here are the final totals on how the soup was disbursed: 

 24 quarts were gifted to WCOTB members living alone and members who were ill. 

 26 quarts were sold to WCOTB members generating $270. 

 9 quarts were donated to the community, including those given at the food cart  

14) No Blanket Sunday collection was taken in 6/20/2020.  

15) The Brethren Disaster Ministries’ team from WCOTB consisting of Dan Biss, Scott King, and Ted 

Noble went to Dayton, Ohio from 7/20/2020 to 7/26/2020 to rebuild homes damaged from a cluster of 

tornadoes (15 in the area within several hours) on Memorial Day, 2019. The work crew on site included 

several volunteers from the local area and additional Brethren Disaster Ministries trained leadership.  

16) We hosted Family Promise the weeks beginning Sunday, June 14, 2020 (1 family) and we will again host the 

families in the program starting Sunday, November 29, 2020.  Families were hosted overnight at the Family 

Promise Center in 2020; however, we provided meals and other needs to the families.  We thank Diane 

Zimmerman and Abi Young for co-chairing this program.  Over 60 service hours were logged in for the week 

of June 14
th 

as we didn’t host the families overnight in the church.  Thanks to the congregation for their 

donations towards supporting this program.    

17) The Disaster Relief Auction (DRA) planned for Thursday, 9/24/2020 & Friday, 9/25/2020, was cancelled 

due to the pandemic.  Instead, Pat Gault made a quilt and donated it to WCOTB, which was auctioned for 

$650.  WCOTB received $325 and Disaster Relief received a check for $325!  Pat, thank you for your 

generosity, time, and talent in making and donating the quilt!  

18) The CROP Walk was held virtually on Sunday, 10/11/2020.  The Isaac’s fund raiser for the CROP Walk 

was cancelled by Isaac’s due to the pandemic.  WCOTB sent a donation of $175 to the CROP Walk and 

a single walker generated another $50 donation.  WCOTB was a sponsor with its name on the 

advertising.  Vicki Clements was involved with the Crop Walk again in 2020 - thank you Vicki!  A new 

CROP Walk Coordinator is needed! 

19) The Chicken Pot Pie Dinner scheduled for 10/24/2020 was cancelled due to the pandemic.   

20) WCOTB’s annual auction was cancelled on March 21, 2020 due to the pandemic; however, a virtual 

auction named The Gifts of Gratitude was held 10/24/2020 by listing the items on the WCOTB website 

which raised $2,600 for church programs!  Thanks to everyone who supported this event in any way! 

21) Londonderry Village - Due to the pandemic the Corona virus prevented LV Auxiliary from most of their 

activities.  Thank you to all who supported their nut sale and they hope to resume with the Chicken BBQ, 

Sunday evening programs, Bazaar and other fund raisers next year from Vicki Clements. 

22) A grocery cart was started that sat outside the sanctuary to provide a small food pantry for people in need of 

food during the pandemic.  We thank everyone who contributed funding for this food cart and Barbie Kuhns 

for keeping the food cart stocked. 

23) Barbie Kuhns started a Little Caesars Fundraiser beginning 10/30/2020 to benefit church programs with 

delivery expected the week of 12/7/2020.  The deadline for orders will be 11/23/2020.  Darlene Dunn 

will now be the coordinator for this event and is hoping to raise $600 by selling 100 kits.    

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Sandy Henderson and Diane Zimmerman,  

Co-Chairpersons 
 

 

 



                         Worship - 2020 

            
Worship Team Goal: To further enhance worship experiences and deepen spiritual life. 

 

Our goal became a bit more challenging this year once we went virtual! 

 Zoom Worship Services started mid-March , and continue 

 Worship Services have evolved over time 

 Virtual services will continue to be an option when we meet again in person 

 2 fall Vespers Services (scheduled at the time this was submitted) 

 Music is still a vital part of our worship 

 

What you can do: 

 Continue to attend Zoom Worship 

 Pass on new worship ideas to the team 

 Become a Worship Leader, Storyteller or provide the gift of music. 

 Participate when asked.  

Videos are a wonderful way to let us not only see each other, but pass along a message of  

love and hope. 

 

 

Thank you for your participation and support.  

Comments and ideas can be directed to anyone on the Worship Team: 

 

Nancy Dotter: Chair 

Abi Young: vice-chair 

Brenda Bechtel 

Margaret Bauer 

Ray Dotter 

Ruth Ann Hass 

Doris Krick 

Mary Jo Noble 

 


